RITES AT THE BIRTH OF A CHILD

     After the birth of a baby, it is recommended that the adhān Should be recited in its right ear and the iqāma in its left ear.  This act should be performed after the child is washed and wrapped in a cloth, or later, within a few days.

     It is recommended that the suras al-Hāqqa (sura 69), al-Falaq (sura 113), and an-Nās (sura 114) should be written on a piece of paper and attached around  the neck of the baby as an amulet against evil and harm.

‘Aqīqa

     On the seventh day after the birth of a child Aqīq is performed.  Family friends and other Muslim should be invited.  ‘Aqīq consists of giving a name to the baby, shaving its hair, and offering a sacrifice.  It is  recommended that the new-born baby should be given either a compound name containing one of the most beautiful names of God (e.g. ‘Abd al-Hamīd), or the name of one of the fourteen Ma’sūms or another holy figure; or that a name should be found from the Qur’ān.  In the latter case, the Qur’ān is opened  with the solemn intention of seeking God’s guidance and blessing and saying bi-’smi ’llāhi 

r-rahmān r-rahīm,  and then a name derived from one of the  Arabic roots found on that page is chosen.

     The following is then recited (first that for a boy,  then for a girl):

بِسْمِ اللهِ وَبِا للهِ اَللَّهُمَّ هَاذِهِ عَقِيْقَةٌ عَنْ....بْنِ....لَحْمُهَا بِلَحْمِهِ وَدَمُهَا بِدَ مِهِ وَ عَظْمُهَا بِعَظْمِهِ وَشَعْرُهَا بِشَعْرِهِ وَ جِلْدُهَابِجِلْدِهِ اَللَّهُمَّ اجْعَلْهَا وَقَاءًلاَِلِ مُحَمَّدٍ عَلَيْهِ وَاَلِهِِ السَّلاَمُ

Bi-’smi ’llāhi wa-bi ’llāh.  Allāhumma hādhihi ‘aqīqatun ‘an ….(name of the boy)

Ibni ….(name of the father) lahmu-hābi-lahmi-hi wa-damu-hābi-dami-hi wa-‘azmu-hābi-‘azmi-hi wa-sha’ru-hā bisha’ri-hi wa-jildu-hābi-jildi-h.  Allāhumma’j΄al-hā waqā’an li-āli

Muhammadin ‘alay-hi wa-āli-hi s-salām.

     In the Name of God and through God, this is the ‘aqīqa of…. (name of the boy), son of …. (name of the father): its flesh [i.e., the flesh of the sacrifice of the ‘aqīqa] for his flesh blood, its bone for his bone, its hair for his hair, its skin for his skin.  O God, let it be a protection of the family of Muhammad, peace be upon him  and his family.

بِسْمِ اللهِ وَبِا للهِ اَللَّهُمَّ هَاذِهِ عَقِيْقَةٌ عَنْ....ابْنَةِ....لَحْمُهَا بِلَحْمِهاَ وَدَمُهَا بِدَ مِهَا وَعَظْمُهَا بِعَظْمِهَاوَشَعْرُهَا بِشَعْرِهَِا وَ جِلْدُهَابِجِلْدِهَِا اَللَّهُمَّ اجْعَلْهَا وَقَاءًلاَِلِ مُحَمَّدٍ عَلَيْهِ وَاَلِهِِ السَّلاَمُ

Bi-’smi ’llāhi wa-bi-llāh.  Allāhumma hādhihi ‘aqīqatun ‘an ….(name of the girl) 

Ibnati . . . (name of the father) lahmu-hābi-lahmi-hā wa-damu-hābi-dami-hāwa- ‘azmu-hābi- ‘azmi-hā wa-sha΄ru-hābi-sha΄ri-hā wa-jildu-hābi-jildi-hā.  Allāhmma’ j΄al-hā waqā’an li-āli

Muhammadin ‘alay-hi wa-āli-hi s-salām.

    In the Name of God and through God, this is the ‘aqīqa of…..(name of the girl), daughter of …. (name of the father): its flesh for her flesh, its blood for her blood, its bones for her bones, its hair for her hair, its skin for her skin.  O God, let it be a protection of the family of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his family.

    The hair of the baby s shaved. It is recommended to weigh the cut hair in silver, and give its value to the poor or to orphans as alms.  A goat, a sheep or other such animal should be sacrificed either after shaving the hair or at the same time, but not before.  It is recommended to read the following prayer at the time when the animal is about to be slaughtered:
يَا قَوْمِ اِنِّىْ بَرِيْىٌمِّمَّاتُشْرِكُوْنَ اِنِّىْ وَجَّهْتُ وَجْهِىَ لِلَّذِىْ فَطَرَ السَّمَاوَاتِ وَاْلاَرْضَ حَنِيْفًا مُّسْلِمًا وَمَا أَنَا مِنَ الْمُشْرِكِيْنَ 0 اِنَّ صَلَوتِىْ وَنُسُكِىْ وَمَحْيَاىَ وَمَمَاتِىْ للهِ رَبِّ الْعَالَمِيْنَ لاَشَرِيْكَلَهُ وَبِذَالِكَ اُمِرْتُ وَاَنَا مِنَ الْمُسْلِمِيْنَ0 اَلّلهُمَّ مِنْكَ وَلَكَ بِسْمِ اللهِ وَاللهُ اَكْبَرُ اَللَّهُمَّ صَلِّ عَلَى مُحَمَّدٍ وَاَلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وَتَقَبَّلْ مِنْ ....بْنِ....
Yā qawmi innī barī’un mim-mā tushrikūna innī wajjahtu wajhīya li-’lladhī fatara s-samāwāti wa-l-arda hanīfam musliman, wa-mā anā mina l-mushrikīna.   Inna salāt-ī wa

nusuk-ī wa-mahyāyā wa-mamāt-īli-’llāhi rabbil-‘alamīna sharīka la-h. 

 Wa-bi dhālika umirtu wa-anā mina l-muslimīna allāhumma min-ka wa-la-kabi-’smi’llāhi wa-’llāhu akabar.

Allāhumma salli ‘alā Muhammadin wa-āli Muhammadin wa-taqabbal min….. 
(name of child) ibni (for a boy) / binti (for a girl) 

….(name of father)

O gathering,I am free from what you associate; I turn my face to He who split the heavens and the earth, a true believer and a Muslim, and not one of the polytheists.  My prayer, my piety, my living, and my dying are for God, the Lord of the Words.  O God, from You and to You, in the Name of God; God is greater.  O God, bless Muhammad, and accept [this] from … (name of the child) .

Son / daughter of …… (name of the father).

After the sacrifice, the greater part of the meat should be distributed among the poor and needy.  It may also be served to the guests, but it is disapproved for the parents of the baby and their dependents to eat it. 

    If, due to any reason, ‘aqīq is not performed on the seventh day after the birth of the child, it may be offered later on, at any time, even by the child itself after attaining puberty.

      This rite is not obligatory but recommended, and there are many Traditions which emphasize it.

