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Nakuru Summer Camp (Boys & Girls) 2001

Nakurus (and Nairobis) 1995, 1996, 1998

The first ever Nakuru Camp for boys was held in December 1995 (corresponding to the summer season in East Africa, and hence Nakuru Summer Camp). Following its success, the Camp was repeated the following year for the boys in Nakuru in 1996, and for the first time for the girls, it was held in Nairobi in 1996. The Girls Camp mirrored the format of the boys Camp – and such was the fame of Nakuru Boys Camp in 1995, that even the Nairobi girls Camp was more famously referred to as the Nakuru Girls Camp.

In December 1997, because of the on-going national election in Kenya, it was felt prudent and responsible not to hold the Camps either in Nairobi or Nakuru. In the following year, December 1998, just before the advent of Ramadhan, the Boys Camp in Nakuru and the Girls Camp in Nairobi were held again. This year became more commonly referred to as the Buffalo Year because of the buffalo encounter with the boys Campers in the open Nakuru National Park, and the even closer encounter with Dr Shiraz Datoo.

In the years 1999 and 2000, it was not possible to hold the Camps as the Dec/Jan vacation period coincided with Ramadhan days.

Nakuru 2001

The Trustees of the Rasul-al-Akram Academy in Nairobi embarked on building a secondary school adjacent to the primary one in Nakuru. The new twin facilities are completely independent of the primary school and are physically separated by high rise walls with barbed wires. The new complex was completed in late 1999. 

Such adjacent but independent facilities proved to be ideal to have the Boys and the Girls Camps in Nakuru for 2001, soon after the end of Ramadhan. This arrangement allowed much flexibility in terms of sharing Instructors, reducing costs, and minimising administrative arrangements. At the outset, a strict policy of complete segregation (save for the sharing of male Instructors) was formulated, agreed and implemented throughout the entire Camp duration. 

Organisers

The Camp was organised, planned and administered, from inception to completion, by the Tabligh Sub-committee of the Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat, under its Chairman, Malim Mehboob Somji, who effectively became the Camp Supremo.

On To Nakuru

Campers from Tanzania (except for Arusha) gathered in Dar-es-Salaam. Two luxury coaches – reclining seats, air-conditioned, velvet curtained, video facility, toilet on board – were hired for the journey. The journey started early dawn on Wednesday 19th December 2001, via Arusha for Namaz and Lunch (and picking up the Arusha Campers), via Nairobi for Namaz and Dinner (and picking up Nairobi girls Campers), and to arrive in Nakuru just before midnight. 

Thursday 20th December saw the arrival of some Instructors, and in a mini-coach, together with the Nairobi Boys Campers, in Nakuru by early evening. Simultaneously, the Mombasa Campers came in their own coach direct to Nakuru by early evening.

The whole Camp was now gathered. The duration of the stay in Nakuru was exactly 14 days, scheduled to leave on Thursday 3rd January 2002. 

Camp Administrative Staff

Sheikh Mehboob Somji
Dar-es-Salaam

Camp Supremo

Chairman, Tabligh DSM

Murrabi Yusuf Jessa

Dar-es-Salaam

Treasurer

Khalil Khakoo


Dar-es-Salaam

Chef

Boys Camp

1
Nurali Somji

Dar-es-Salaam

Boys Administrator

2
Shabbir Hameer
Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

3
Mahmood Walji
Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

4
Abdul Datoo

Dar-es-Salaam

Photographer

5
Aliakber Kasssam
Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

6
Aliasgher Esmail
Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

7
Kumail Manji

Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

8
Hasnain Karim
Mombasa

           Volunteer

Girls Camp

1
Sharifa Hameer
Dar-es-Salaam

Girls Administrator

2
Latifa Somji                Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

3
Mansura Lalji

Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

4
Nurjehan Chagani
Arusha


Volunteer

5
Masuma Bhimani
Arusha


Volunteer

6
Shaida Karim

Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

7
Latifa Moloo

Dar-es-Salaam

Volunteer

Instructors

The Instructors were carefully, meticulously and purposefully chosen from around the world by Tabligh to ensure the Campers got the best of exposure from a wide range of travelled, seasoned and experienced scholars. The same Instructors were used for the boys and girls. English was the medium of instruction.

1
Sheikh Abdillahi Nasser


 
Mombasa

2
Hujjatul Islam Shaikh Shabbir Maisami

Qum

3
Sheikh Dr Murtadha Alidina



Qum

4
Sheikh Mujahid Sheriff



Mombasa

5
Brother Hasanain Rajabali



New York

6
Brother Aliasgher Sheriff



London

7
Brother Mohamedarif Suleman


Nairobi

8
Brother Munir Chagpar



Nairobi

9
Dr Mahmood Datoo




London

Topics

A variety of religious and targeted secular topics were identified by the Organisers and allocated to Instructors appropriate to their expertise, interest and specialty. The subjects covered, to varying depths according to class age profiles, were:

· Quran recitation

· Quranic commentary

· Islamic beliefs

· Islamic akhlaqiyat

· Islamic jurisprudence

· Islamic ideology

· Islamic history

· Sexual morality

· Comparative religious beliefs

· Current affairs affecting the Muslim world

· Communication and public speaking skills

· Career guidance

· Study skills

· Lateral thinking and Islamic/general knowledge quizzes

Sports

The Nakuru Campus has enough in-house grounds for outdoor sports activities: cricket, football, volleyball were the most popular with many inter-Campers matches taking place. 

Swimming, for the exclusive usage of the Campers, for both, boys and girls (separately), was organised at the nearby in-door swimming pool at the El-Dorado Leisure facility. 

More serene board games like Scrabble, Up-Words, Mastermind and Uno were also very popular, all played at the Campers’ leisure throughout the Campus. 

Outings

Four outdoor outings were organised during the stay in Nakuru. The first was to the Bagoria Valley to witness and feel the hot water spring fountains, surrounded by the hundreds of colourful flamingos in nearby Lake Bagoria. 

The second outing was to the Baringo Natural Reserve Park, to admire the vast open natural space of lake and cliffs. 

The third trip was to Nairobi City, where the Girl Campers went to Sarit Centre and the Orphanage, and the Boys Campers went to the Giraffe Centre and then to the Village Way for indoor amusements.

The final trip was to the nearby Nakuru National Park – a coach tour through wildlife, and a scenic view of Lake Nakuru with its trademark flamingos, and finally to the peak of the Nakuru park for a panoramic view of the Rift Valley.

Quiz 

There was a daily diet of quizzes: lateral thinking, challenging ones; scientific ones, general knowledge and Islamic knowledge. To inject an even further spirit of fun and competitiveness, a prize of $1 for each correct answer was to be given to the overall winner at the end of the Camp. As there was a significant age difference between the Campers, and in the interest of fair play, the quiz points were successively factored down for each year of the Camper’s age above the minimum age in the Camp (though the actual number of questions correctly answered is what was reflected in the prize money). 

The girls scooped up $38, which was won by Sakina Kermalli (15 years) of Orange Camp.

Surprisingly and coincidentally, the boy’s prize money was won by three boys and each boy got $53: Alijawad Hasham (15 years) of Dar-es-Salaam, Aliraza Jaffer (15 years) of Nairobi, and Muhammad Alloo (15 years) of Dar-es-Salaam. 

In the “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire” quiz, no Camper got beyond the $6 (from a total of $15) in any round.

A final quiz between the Campers and the Instructors was planned. The Campers were given an eliminator quiz in which the top four were to meet four Instructors. The session between the Girl Campers and the Instructors was nail-biting contest in which the Instructors won by a mere margin of one question. The Boy Campers preferred to take on the Instructors to a volleyball match, instead of a quiz showdown – the Instructors won by a narrow margin. It is worth recording that both the Girls and the Boys said after the finals that they let the Instructors get ahead, out of respectful courtesy!!!!!!

Catering

Based on past experiences and feedback from the Campers, the Camp Supremo, Mehboob Somji, did not chance it this time. An experienced chef, used to feeding the large Khoja Dar-es-Salaam Jamaat, was specifically imported to Nakuru to cater for all the dietary needs of the Campers throughout the duration. Khalil Khakoo and his own trained team of helpers, provided the Campers with a varied, mouth-watering and delicious menu that was appreciated, enjoyed and satiated by all.  

The daily pre-breakfast beverage, much needed in the cold Nakuru dawns and to wake the body up, were “tangawizi” and “kahawa”. Breakfast, over the stay, consisted of tea, bread, butter, jam, fried eggs, omelette eggs, bread eggs, mandazi, mbazi, and kitumbua. True to Khoja expectations, luncheon varieties were bhuni kichri, kichro, bhiryani, pilau, and various curries combinations of meat, fish, chicken, potatoes, aubergines, ladyfingers, and peas. 

Dinner menus were similarly varied with additional items like barbecued chicken and mishkakis. The meals were complemented by a variety of fresh salads and pickles. Naturally, the soda bottles of numerous brands also flowed. 

In-between meal snacks consisted of bhajias, chana bateta, kalimati, chevdo, cashew nuts and mbuyu.

Boys Campers

A total of 75 boys attended, represented from 7 Jamaats:

Dar-es-Salaam

29



Mombasa

26

Nairobi

12



Tanga


4

Burundi

2



Sweden

1

Dodoma

1

The ages of the boys ranged from 14 to 19 year olds. They were grouped into three Camps of appropriate age groups: Green, Yellow and Blue. 

Girls Campers

A total of 90 girls attended, represented from 7 Jamaats:

The ages of the girls ranged from 13 to 22 year olds. They were grouped into four Camps of appropriate age groups; Maroon, Orange, Pink and Red.

Campers Accommodation
The large number of Campers was possible because each Campus has two dormitories capable of accommodating a hundred in each Campus. Each room consisted of two three-bunker beds. Each dormitory has a number of toilets, showers and washbasins facilities. For the purposes of inter-personal and inter-social skills interactions, a deliberate policy of a mixture of ages, family backgrounds, places of origin and schools was implemented to allocate the Campers in a room.

The Instructors and the Administrative staff were accommodated in similar three-bunker beds, all in one large room, but where ablutions facilities were not adjoining the room (as they did in a dormitory), so many Instructors/Staff were seen in towel-clad clothing going to and fro for ablutions.  

Time-Table

The actual time slots were slightly different for the Boys and the Girls Campers to accommodate the availability of the Instructors and the separate swimming sessions. A typical day’s activity was:

Boys






Girls

5.30 am
Tangawizi and Kahawa

same

5.45 am
Fajr Namaz



same

6.00 am
After-Namaz talk


same

6.15 am
Quran classes



same

7.00 am
Breakfast



same

8.30 am
First class



Aerobics/Swimming

9.30 am
Second Class





10.30 am
Break and Sports/Swimming

First Class

11.30 am





Second Class

1.00 pm
Zohr Namaz



same

1.15 pm
After-Namaz talk


same

1.30 pm
Asr Namaz



same

2.00 pm
Lunch




same

3.00 pm
Sports/Swimming


same

4.00 pm





Third class

5.00 pm





Quiz

6.45 pm
Maghrib Namaz


same

7.00 pm
After-Namaz talk


same

7.15 pm
Isha Namaz



same

7.30 pm
Dinner




Dinner

9.00 pm
Extra-curricular


same

Closing Ceremony

The closing session was on the night of Wednesday, 2nd January 2002. The Boys and Girls Camps each had their own separate functions. In the Boys session, the Instructors were each given a chance to reflect on the Camp, and a representative from each of the Boys Camp spoke of their reflections. 

The Camp Supremo, Mehboob Somji, took the chance to formally thank all those who made the Camp possible. In a hilarious mood, a Camper also took the chance to “mimic” each Instructor. All the participants were presented with the Tabligh certificate of attendance. 

For a nominal cost, a video of the whole proceedings is available from Tabligh – this should provide a memorable and lasting memento to all the participants.

Leaving Nakuru

After the closing ceremony, a final BBQ with a bonfire under the open sky of the Nakuru Campus was held, amidst a number of “shairis”, stories and jokes. The luggage was loaded on to the coaches, and on Thursday morning, 3rd of January 2002, at 3 am, three coaches left for Nairobi. The Mombasa group left at 6 am, going straight to Mombasa. A lot of tearful farewells were said. 

Fajr Namaz and breakfast was at the Lavington Complex in Nairobi, and after more tearful good-byes, the Tanzania group left for Arusha soon after. Zohr Namaz and lunch was at the Arusha mosque, and with even more tearful kwaheris, the two coaches left for Dar-es-Salaam arriving about 9 pm on the same Thursday night.

Visitations

Nakuru 2001 was extremely honoured to host the visitations of quite a few dignitaries;

1
Alhaj Hasnain Walji – President of World federation

2
Alhaj Zulfikar Khimji – President of Africa Federation

3
Alhaj Dr Ahmed Hassam – Vice President of World Federation

4
Alhaj Husein Jaffer  – President of Nakuru Jamaat

5
Alhaj Husein Rashid – Hon Secretary of Africa Federation

6
Alhaj Aliraza Nanji – Chairman of Tabligh Board of AF

7
Alhaj Gulamabbas Nanji – of Nairobi

8
Alhaj Muhammad Suleman – of Dar es Salaam

9
Alhaj Gulamhusein Fazal Kermally – of Dar es Salaam

10
Mrs Jamilabai Dewji – of Toronto
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What Did Nakuru 2001 Achieve?

Another Nakuru over!! Months of planning and tons of e-mails, involving numerous personnel, and a gigantic logistics exercise, Nakuru 2001, with the Grace of Allah, had come to a fruitful conclusion. Was it all worth it? 

In organising Nakuru, Tabligh had dual main objectives for the Campers – educational enhancement, and inter-personal/social skills development. From the educational enhancement viewpoint, two streams were in kept mind by Tabligh – the religious enlightenment and secular development. 

On the religious education side, the Campers had the undivided attention of the Instructors who taught, enlightened, clarified, exemplified, discussed and debated numerous traditional, current and sometimes difficult, Islamic topics and concepts. Indeed, the Islamic Instructors themselves personified exemplarily the role model for the Campers. On the secular education front, Campers were exposed to career guidance, study skills techniques and participated in quizzes and public speaking skills.

From the inter-personal/social skills aspect, the intrinsic nature of the cohesive group and the activities of the Camp were such that Campers had an abundant of opportunities to practice time management, self discipline, personal hygiene, conflict resolution, making friends, dealing with peer pressure, exercising patience, sharing with others, tolerating each other, table manners, conversational etiquettes, agreeing to disagree, laughing at our shortcomings, acquiescing to authority, meeting deadlines, accepting criticism constructively, giving criticism sensitively, and so much more.

There is not an iota of doubt that these objectives were met fully, handsomely and effectively. The Organisers, the Instructors and the Campers themselves could see the changes for the better, day on day. 

On the sentimental front, the answer is perhaps best given by the Campers themselves. The last night said it all – sad faces, heavy hearts, tearful eyes, unrestrained tears, tight hugs, firm hand-shakes – all these genuine expressions of sentiments conveyed the Nakuru bonding and brotherhood at its best. Subsequent private and public correspondence between the Campers and Tabligh/Instructors has shown without a shadow of doubt that the Campers were actually missing the Experience of Nakuru.

Next Nakuru Summer Camp?

Discussions and planning for the next Nakuru had already started in Nakuru 2001.

The first experience of having the Boys and the Girls on the twin Campus in Nakuru was a very successful venture in terms of administration and resources. Both the Boys and Girls Administrative staff expressed complete satisfaction with the arrangements and in regard to the fullest integrity of the segregated policy being maintained and implemented.  

It is hoped, God Willing, to continue such Camps, despite the enormous challenges in terms of time and manpower taken up Tabligh. There is also a noticeable lack of dedicated manpower in Tabligh to effectively oversee and organise such a Camp annually, and to leave it to the Chairman every year is most unfair and moreover, is not manageable, to the detriment of other Tabligh activities. 

However, there is a consensus emerging from the Administrative staff and the Instructors, that such a major event is perhaps best done once every two years, rather than annually, to allow resting, recuperating and refreshing all round for all personnel involved. For the present, the next Nakuru is scheduled in December 2003. Also, national elections in Kenya are scheduled for December 2002, and it may not be conducive to hold such a Camp then in Nakuru.

Initial discussions involving the Tabligh Chairman, Tabligh Treasurer, Boys and Girls Administrators and some Instructors, has resolved that numbers will be strictly limited in future Camps. This year's experience has shown that not enough full time Instructors and double teaching to girls and boys has really stretched the Instructors, less contact time was achieved to each class, and consequently Instructors were then not bale to dedicate more quality time to the Campers.

The actual number of Campers will be subject to availability of full time Instructors; this will allow parallel teaching of all the Instructors on a daily basis to all the classes. If 5 full time Instructors can be booked, then 30 boys and 30 girls will be the maximum, with 4 classes of 15 Campers each. If 7 full time Instructors can be booked, then 39 boys and 39 girls will be the maximum, with the 3 classes of 13 Campers each. One of the Instructors will be Lady Instructors, exclusively for the Girls Campers. The age limit will also be strictly applied – no Camper under the age of 15 years at the start of the Camp will be allowed to participate. 

Imagine and Experience

Imagine the serenity





Experience Nakuru

Imagine Mehbbob Somji attached to a walky-talky


Experience Nakuru

Imagine no mobile on you





Experience Nakuru

Imagine a lot of fun





Experience Nakuru

Imagine cold water for wudhoo in freezing temperatures

Experience Nakuru

Imagine the colourful flamingos




Experience Nakuru

Imagine the hot weather springs




Experience Nakuru

Imagine the bond of brotherhood at its best 



Experience Nakuru

Imagine doing your own laundry




Experience Nakuru

Imagine sleeping in a tiny room of six 



Experience Nakuru

Imagine amassing so much knowledge from the Instructors 

Experience Nakuru

Imagine hearing the funniest of jokes



Experience Nakuru

Imagine queuing for toilets and showers 



Experience Nakuru

Imagine the most loveliest of foods 



Experience Nakuru

Imagine swimming in a private pool 



Experience Nakuru

Imagine listening to the most original of “shairis”


Experience Nakuru

Imagine being mimicked to




Experience Nakuru

Imagine loosing a volleyball match to some oldies


Experience Nakuru

Imagine the creations of the wildlife



Experience Nakuru

Imagine the scenery of the rift Valley



Experience Nakuru

Imagine using the socks as gloves




Experience Nakuru

Imagine such wonderful company




Experience Nakuru

Imagine the life-long friends




Experience Nakuru

Nakuru – It Simply Has To Be Experienced
